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A PICTURE OF 1 THESSALONIANS 1:6-8

A PICTURE OF MATTHEW 28:18-20
AND ACTS 8:26-39

Discipleship Training, Week 2



! Suppose a father offers his two sons the choice of taking either one dollar per week
for 52 weeks, or one cent the first week and an amount each week for the next 51
weeks that is double the previous week’s amount.  Which of the two should the sons
choose?

UNDERSTANDING TWO TYPES OF GROWTH

*LINEAR GROWTH -

*EXPONENTIAL GROWTH -

The Accumulated Allowance for the “Dollar-a-week” Choice...
$ 

The Accumulated Allowance for the “Penny-a-week-doubled” Choice...
$ 

! Suppose you start with a piece of paper 1/1000 inch thick, tear it in half, and then
stack the halves one on top of the other. At the end of one tearing, the thickness of
the stack would make the thickness 2/1000 inch. The next tear would make the
thickness 4/1000 inch. How high would the stack of paper be if it is torn just 50
times?

! Suppose a person starts with a checkerboard of 64 squares. On the first square is
placed one grain of wheat. On the second are placed two grains, and on the third
square are placed four grains. How much wheat would it take to complete the
checkerboard if the number of grains is doubled on each succeeding square?

! Suppose a soul-winner won 1000 people to Christ every day. At the end of the first
year there would be 365,000 new believers!  Suppose another person in one year led
one person to Christ and spent that year building, teaching, and training that
individual to grow to maturity and to give witness of his faith and build up others. At
the end of the first year, those engaged in a discipling ministry would number two. If
this process were to continue indefinitely, with the soul-winner “adding” and the
discipler “multiplying” each year, the total number of converts when compared at
later dates would reveal the following:

 Years  Soul-Winner Discipler
1 365,000 2
2 730,000 4
10  3,650,000 _________
19 6,935,000 ___________
20 7,300,000 _____________
25 9,125,000 _______________
26 9,490,000 _________________
27 9,855,000 ___________________
33  10,220,000 ______________________
184 ________________

            ________ ________________
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF MULTIPLICATION




